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ON SOME THEORETICAL AND METHODOLOGICAL
TOPICS OF BIOGENIC GAS STUDIES

Chen Ying Dai Jinxing Qi Houfa
(Scientific Research Institute of Petroleum E.rploration and Development, CPNC)
Abstract

As viewed with some theoretical and methodological topics of biogenic gas studies at
home and abroad, the authors suggest that the formation of biogenic gases in the nature
(by the reduction of CO,; or methane formed by the fermentation of acetic acid) should be
dominated by combining {actors, such as sedimentary environment, burial depth, climate
and geological ages etc. . and the criteria of 6 *C less than —55% and C; less than 0.5%
could be reasonable indexes for the identification of biogenic gases. As for the analysis,
subdivision and evaluation on the types of organic matter of biogenic gas source rocks, the
authors of this paper donot believe that the traditional concept and method used in

petroleum genlogical studies can continue to be [ully used.
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