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RETHINKING THE PRACTICE OF PETROLEUM
EXPLORATION IN THE HEXI CORRIDOR AREA

Lei Ming', Wei Wei®, Shu Zhiguo®, He Xipeng®
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Jianghan Oilfield Branch Com pany, SINOPEC, Qianjiang, Hubei 433124, China)

Abstract. By recalling the practice of petroleum exploration for more than half century in the Hexi Corri-
dor area, the successful experiences and failure reasons were summarized. It was pointed out that the
Hexi Corridor area was dominated by the modified continental medium to small basins, with complicated
geological conditions. Petroleum exploration in the area should be started on basis of resumed basinal
prototypes and advanced technology. The source rocks and basin evolution should be highlighted, and 3 D
exploration and dynamic modification should by carried out for successful petroleum exploration in the area.
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Fig.1 Location of main basins in the Hexi Corridor area
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