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CALLING FOR OPENING UP OIL/GAS EXPLORATION
FRONTIERS IN OVERTHRUST BELT

A discussion on the distribution of oil controlled by

the Southern Jiangsu QOverthrust Belt

Chen Huan-Jiang Yin Yao-nan
(Institute of Petroleum Geology, (Headquarters for Petroleum
Ministry of Geology and Minerals) prospecting and Exploration

of Jiangsu)

Abstract

Overthrust belt will be an important frontier in the new round of petro-

leum prospecting of China,This paper includes three parts, The first
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part describes the occurrences of oil and gas in China controlled by over—
thrust belts,Several examples are given to prove the immediate signi-
ficance of opening up such frontiers, especially in Palaeozoic carbonate
sequences of Southern China (including Jiangsu and Anhui provinces),

The second part analyses the characteristics of the Southern Jiangsu
overthrust belt and its control over the distribution of oil and gas, A
preliminary appraisal of petroleum resource is offered,

The third part discusses the mechanism of the formation of the over—
thrust belt in Jiangsu and Anhui in the light of the established tecto=
nic mode for both sides of the Tan-lu fault and ascribes it to the effect

of “A-subdution” or basement decoupling,’
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