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TECTONIC EVOLUTION OF
THE CONTINENTAL MARGIN AND BASINS OF CHINA

Zhu Xia and Chen Huanjiang

( Basin Research Group, Institute of Petroleum Geology,
Ministry of Geology and Minerals)

Abstract

During the break-up of Pangea, China was situated at the junction
part of the Panthalassa “ocean” and the Tethys “bay”, The Tethys and
the Pacific were connected by an east-west belt of Mesozoic spreading
ridges which had subducted northward beneath the margin of the Asi-
atic continent, Owing to the existence of a series of N-S trending trans-
formation faults, this belt was dissected into several discontinuous
segments now sporadically recognizable from Indosinian through South
China to Southwest Japan, The Mesozoic tectonic history of South
China was to a grcat extent controlled by these subductions and trans-
formations, The deformations occurred mainly from Indosinian to
early Yanshan movements, from late Yanshanian to early Himalayan and
finally from late Himalayan to neotectonics, The petroleum prospects
of continental margin basins and their different parts may be evaluat-

ed and predicted in view of the plate tectonic analysis,



